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“Kurtzman’s natural is t ic convict ion [was] brought out by the absurdi ty of the war mil ieu,” wri tes 
Thomas Durwood in a superb essay in Crimmer ’s: The Journal of the Narrat ive Arts (Spring 1976). 
“An American and a Korean, isolated from the war in a foxhole, exchange snapshots and then, 
when the batt le reaches them, ki l l  each other...  American soldiers are fr ightened and ashamed to 
ki l l ,  dialogue is interrupted when the speaker is shot and ki l led. Kurtzman is t ied nei ther to an 
ideal of heroism nor to a perspect ive of taking sides... .  These people exis t ,  these things happen. 
The only element Kurtzman adds to shape the events is drama, which serves to tease out the absur-
di ty skulking just below the romantic surface. The face of death i tsel f  is faced with no embell ish-
ment, no symbolizat ion into monsters or abstract ions into spir i tual i ty: a random bullet in the face, 
the knife of an enemy soldier.”

-  Richard Corl iss, Time Magazine art ic le on Harvey Kurtzman (May 5, 2004)
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